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MINUTES, Sc. 


Tas Aﬀeociation met at Six o'Clock on Tugſday Evening 
Appointed + 4 I; 
DAN TAYLOR, Chairman. 


JOHN TARRATT, } e 
SAMUEL DEACON, j Moderators 


OHN BISSIL 
OBERT GOODACRE, } Scribes. 


Various Letters, Statements, and Caſes from the Churches 
were read and conſidered, till Nine o'Clock. ' 


Met on Wedneſday Morning, at Seven e'Clock, and pro- 
ceeded to read the other States and Letters of the Churches, 
Brother William Taylor opened the Meeting by prayer. 


At Ten o'Clock met for public Worſhip, Brother Fzrxrx 
prayed ; Brother 8. Dzacon preached from 1 Cor, i. 24, 
« We preach Chriſt crucified.” At Two in the Afternoon 
Brother D. TarLor preached from Rom. xv. 19. From 
Jeruſalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully 
preached the goſpel of Chriſt,” T“ | 


At Six in the Evening met again for buſineſs; Brother 
SMEDLEY, Sen. prayed; attended to buſineſs till Nine. 


Thurſday Morning met at Seven o'Clock for buſineſs. 
Brother Bazcces prayed; attended to buſineſs 'all Nine, 
Brother William Shipſton concluded with prayer. 


Met again at Ten o*'Clock, Brother T. Ewen prayed ; at 
tended to buſineſs till One o' Clock; Brother Bzxiccs con- 
cluded by prayer. Met again at Two o' Clock; Brother 
SMEDLEY, jun. opened the- buſineſs by prayer; attended 
to buſineſs till Five o'Clock, Brother Goapsy concluded 
by prayer. s 

Met at Six in the Evening, when Brother William Tarto» 
of Barton, opened the Meeting by giving out a Hymn and 

rayer : Brother T. PrexerxinG delivered a diſcourſe from 
James i. 25. But whoſo looketh into the perfect law of 
iberty, and continueth therein, being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed,” 
Brother William Tayrtor concluded. 


Met on Friday Morning. at Seven o'Clock, Brother Por- 


STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


— 


; An FORD. More united than heretofore. Our church 
meetings have been conducted with pleaſure---ſome of our 
members ſeem lively and active; while others appear tos 
luke-warm and indifferent: we have preaching at five 
places: tolerably regular, and in general well attended at 
all of them, except Bradwell. 


BARTON, State of religion far below the primitive 
ſtandard, yet we hope many love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in ſincerity, and one another with a pure heart fervently.” 
We are well united as a church, and have a pleafing proſ- 
pett about Balſon; and are in general pretty well attended 
with hearers, But we long to ſee many more © obey from the 
heart that form of doctrine which is delivered to them ;** and 
our people in general, to ſhew forth by life and converſa- 
tion the praiſe of the Redeemer, the excellency of the 
goſpel, and the power of religion. We have the ordinance 
the firſt, and a church-meeting on the third Lord's day in 
every month at Barton; preaching at two in the afternoon, 
lave on the ordinance day, which is at half paſt ten. We 
alſo preach at Balſon, (where we have erected a ſmall 
—_ Boſworth, Bagworth, Ratby, Congerton, and 

ne, p 


N. B. Barton church is divided fince laſt Aſſociation, - 
and has parted with about an hundred members (among 
whom are ſeveral of our moſt affluent and aftive) who are 
now connected together, under the name of the General 
Baptiſt church at Huggleſcoat. Mr. Orton, paſtor. 
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the Lord fend down his good ſpirit upon the barren wil- 


. 


BIRCHESCLIFFE. Peace is prevalent among our- 
ſelves, through the Divine bleſſing; but wiſh to feel 


more. of the real er of godlineſs, Well attended 
with hearers, and ſome concerned for their ſouls. 


BOSTON. State of the church nearly as laſt year; 
too great indifferency among ſome, while we hope and 
truſt others are preſſing towards the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God, in Chnift Jeſug.---We wiſh 
to ſee a more general concern for the intereſt of religion 
among us, and practical godlineſs in particular. 


BOURNE. The ſtate of religion is low in this 22 
and has been fo for many years; but we have reaſon to 
hope it is a little reviving, at leaſt, in the hearts of 
thoſe who profeſs it; we are peaceful and unanimous 
among ourſelves, preaching at Bourne, Morton, and Caſtle 
Bytham. Brethren, pray for us. 


BURNLEY. We are almoſt aſhamed to call ourſelves 
a church of Chriſt; not becauſe we are few and poor, 
but becauſe we have ſo little of the mind that was in 
Chriſt. We are pretty much the ſame as laſt year, 
have had no Sons Some of our members are injurious 
rather than uſeful, by their negle& of meetings; but 
we hope there are a few others who waik orderly, long 
and labour for a revival. Brethren, pray for us, | 


CAULDWELL. Much the ſame as laſt year. 


CASTLE DONINGTON. The fate of religion 
amongſt us as a chuich, we ny is rather more pro- 
miſing than laſt year. Yet, we fear ſome of our members 
are dead, while they profeſs to live; as they ſeem to 
mind thcir own things, and pav but little attention to the 
things of Jeſus Chriſt. The exchange of miniſters monthly 
and the revival of ſocial meetings for prayer, &c. we think, 
have been uſeful additions to our ufſusl ſupplies; but we 
are ſorry to ſay, ſome of our friends never attend our 
private meetings, and ſcarcely ever week-day evening 
exhoriations: may the Lord ſtir them up to fee their 
duty and inter it, and may thoſe of a better deſcription, 
never grow weary in well-doing.---We are not without our 
troubles, but, we enjoy, perhaps, as much tranquillity, as 
can be expected in ſuch a world, -in ſuch an age. May 


- 


derneſs, that it may be a fruuful field. 


CHURCH-LANE, WHITECHAPEL, LONDON. We 
are, in general, unanimous and peaceſul among ourſelves, 
and truſt it may be faid, with reſpeR to the major * 
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that they * love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity ;** while 
we lament that we have reaſon to think otherwiſe of 
ſome. We have had ſome difficulties this year, but rejoice 
in the recollection, that God is our helper, Our honoured 
paſtor has lately opened 2 ſmall place for Divine worſhip 
at the hamlet of Mile-End. where we have preaching 
Lord's-day, and Wedneſday evenings, and are well attended, 
eſpecially on Lord's-day evenings. | 


DERBY. We have reaſon to lament the low ftate of 
religion amongſt us at preſent; very few hearers, but truft 
we ſhould have more, were we ſupplied with miniſterial aid 
in conſtancy. We return thanks for the ſupplies we have 
received, and requeſt a continuance of them, and, if 
fible, a conſtant ſupply of miniſterial aſſiſtance. Brethren, 
pray for us. Preaching at Alverſtone, on Lord's-day even- 
ings, and tolerably attended. | 


GAMSTON ans RETFORD. The cauſe of Chriſt 
amongſt us, at this time, is under a very dark cloud, occaſioned 
by the laſcivious condutt of ſome, and the luke-warmneſs of 
others; while (bleſſed be God) others are alive to God in 
their ſouls, and active in the Redeemer's cauſe. Miniſters 
and preachings as laſt year, We entreat that the ;ati 
be at Retford next year. Brethren, pray for us. | 


GOSBERTON, Pretty well attended with 
vicularly in the afternoon on the Lord's day; conference 
meetings every Lord's day, frequently four or five ſpeakers ; 
we find our two young men very uſeful: we are unanimous 
among ourſelves, and, upon the whole, we hope that religion 


is on the advance. 


HALIFAX. With troubled hearts we fay religion is low 
amongſt us, Luke-warmneſs and negligence bein alent 
with many. Yet, God be praiſed, it is not ſo with all. 
Preachings and meetings nearly the ſame as uſual; only, 
Lord's day evenings but once a fortnight, which are alter- 
nately kept up by brethren Ellis and Dean. We deſire 
to ſee religion flouriſh univerſally, and particularly at Halifax. 
Brethren, pray for us. 


HINKLEY. As a church we are unanimous and peace - 
able; but not ſo lively as we could wiſh. Too many 
trifling and indifferent, but of others we hope better things: 
numbers of heaters nearly the ſame as laſt year, except at 
Wo vey, where we think there is an increaſe. We have 


this year had the misfortune to loſe our paſtor, brother Smith, 


by death, 


HUG. 
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HUGGLESCOATE. We are comfortable, well united, 
and truſt the work of the Lord proſpers in our hands; we 
preach at four places, and, in general, are well attended with 
aer at them all. : 


ILKISTON, We hope many amongſt us are fincere and 
diligent in attending the means of grace, and earneſtly praying 
for the proſperity of Zion; but alas, others ſeem awfully in- 
attentive to practical godlineſs! Several have lately turned 
aſide to crooked paths, which gives us conſiderable grief and 
trouble; yet on the whole, we think we have great reaſon to 
adore the God of Iſrael, that we are „at peace amongſt our- 
ſelves.” Our ſeaſon of public worſhip are well attended, and, 
a few now deſire to unite with us in celebrating the ordinances 
of his houſe. x 


KEGWORTH. We have been, and ſtill continue, to be 
exerciſed with di fficulties, which have occahoned the ſepara- 
tion of ſeveral of our members, and much trouble among us, 
We continue to preach at five places, and are tolerably at- 
tended at all of them, except one. Brethren, pray for us. 


| KIRKEBY WOODHOUSE. Regular preaching at four 
places, wiz. Kirkby Woodhouſe, Sutton-in-Aſhfield, Hucknal 
Tarkard, and Brunſley ; well attended with hearers, particu- 
larly at the two laſt, at which good has been done, and we are 
waiting in expectation of more. We truſt many of 6ur friends 
adorn the dottrine of God their Saviour, in their conduct; 
but ſome we fear are the reverſe, As a church we are united 
and peaceable, and, on the whole, we think the intereſt of 


Chriſt is rather on the advance. 


KILLINGHOLM. Preaching and hearers nearly the ſame 
as laſt year; in general, peaczable and happy; ſome have the 
cauſe of God at heart, while others are prone to neglect. One 
candidate for baptiſm, and others appear to be coming forward ; 
we deſire to be thankful for the means of grace enjoyed by us, 
and wiſh to have the Lord's Supper adminiſtered among us 
regularly, as we apprehend it would be greatly to our ad- 
vantage. May God crown your meeting with his bleſſing } 


KIRTON, We are ſorry to remark that, as a church, 
we are not unanimous; the cauſe of our diviſion being a point 
of ſcripture doctrine. Brethren, pray for us, 


LOUGHBOROUGH. Since the awful death of brother 
Trueman, October 10th, 1797, our troubles amongſt ourſel vos 
have been unſpeakably great; which, wich our very ſcanty 
ſupply of preaching, and other miniſterial aid. has very much 

amped our zeal, and retarded the progreſs of the goſpel in 
theſe parts. Brethren pray for us, that the Lord of the harveſt 
will 
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; ; 
will ſhorten our days of mourning, by ſending us a miniſter, 
whoſe labours he will bleſs to the revival and perpetuating of 
his cauſe amongſt us. | 


LEAKE. Preaching at five places. We have no reaſon to 
complain reſpecting the number of our hearers on the Lord's 
day. Our week-day lectures are diligently attended by ſome, 
while others tco evidently prove the coldneſs of their hearts 
by frequently neglefting theſe opportunities; upon the whole, 
we fear that religion is now lower amongſt us than it has 
been in times paſt, notwithſtanding the faithfulneſs of our 
beloved paſtor. Tov many of our brethren have wounded 
the cauſe of Chriſt and their own ſouls, by indulging their 
ſenſual appetites. The imprudent marriages of ſome, and the 
imtemperance of others, are, we conceive, extremely pie- 
judicial to our proſperity. We acknowledge with gratitude 
our laſt year's ſupply from Kegworth, which has been very 
acceptable in the ablence of brother Biſſell, who has been, 
during that time, under the care of brother Taylor, of London. 


- LEICESTER. We have reaſon to lament the low ſtate 
of religion among us, and the diſcouraging proſpetts with 
reſpett to future increaſe. Our public ſervices are much as 
uſual, and our number of hearers nearly the ſame, except 
the week-day meetings, and meetings for prayer, which 410 


fadly neglected. 


LONGFORD. One ftated and one aſſiſtant prezcher. 
We arc tolerably attended with hearers, except on Lord's dzv 
mornings, yet have much reaſon to complain of the abſence cf 
many of our members, not only from the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, but alſo from church meetings, and oth: r 
means of grace; carnal mindedneſs in ſome, want of wiſdom, 
flability and charity in others, call for deep humiliation, and 
evidence the want of real religion, Yet we truſt in our 
Sardiſian ſtate we have a few who are zealous in promoting the 
truth in purity and love, Brethren, pray for us. 


LONG WOOD. Numbers of our hearers, and ſtate of re- 


ligion much the ſame as laſt year; unanimous with regard to 
the admiſſion of members. 


A ELBOURN. We are peaceful and harmonious, but 
want vital godlineſs and real picty ; the diſorderly conduct of 
{ome of our members cauſcs much trouble and reproach, That 
branch of our church meeting at Packington, have lately 
invited brother Goadby to be their miniſter, He has agreed 
to come and labour among them for one year upon trial; but 
they are not yet become à ſeparate church of themlelves. Re- 
gular preaching at hx places, and tolerably attended at moſt 
of them, Our cek-day eveinng meetings ale not fo well 
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attended as to give evidence that we poſſeſs the PſalmiR's diſ- 


128 when he ſays, My ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth 
the courts of the Lord.“ 


- NOTTINGHAM. This year we have been exerciſed with 
confiderable diſcouragements, occafioned partly by the death 
of valuable members, and partly by the ſad defect of ſome 
others. Yet we truſt God is with us. Preaching and 
Hearers nearly as uſual; feveral candidates for baptiſm. We 
have long laboured under great diſcouragement on account of 
the condition and ſituatio of our meeting-houſe; and this 
ſummer we have begun to build another, which we expeR 
wil be finiſhed in a few weeks; and hope the advantages 
arifing from this undertaking will be long experienced by the 
congregation of General Baptiſts in this town and neigh» 
bourhood. As the expence attending this building will ne- 
eeſſarily be very confiderable, we ſhall be much obliged to our 
friends if they will lend us their aſſiſtance as ſoon as poſlible, 


QUEENSHEAD. Preaching twice on the Lord's day, 
and ſome times on a week day; church meetings and other 
meetings nearly as in paſt time. The uncommonly ſevere and 
long winter has prevented all our meetings from being ſo well 
attended; yet now we have a conſiderable number of hearers. 
We have had more uneaſineſs through difference of ſentiment 
and want of unanimity the laſt year than ever we had before, 
yet, we hope, it has been, through the divine bleſſing, made 
to work for the real and-ſpiritual benefit of ſome of us. We 
deſire an intereſt in your prayers. | 


SHORE. Religion on the advance we hope, and we, 
ble and happy. Well attended with hearers in the 
afternoon, conſidering the place, We have lately ordained 
brother Spencer, paſtor over us, which we hope will be of 


great uſe, Brethren, pray fur the proſperi:y of Zion on our 
barren hills. 


SPALDING. But few hearcrs at preſent. Preaching +- 
morning and afternoon on Lord's day; for the greateſt part of 
the year, an evening leQure in the week, prayer meetings twice 
a week, Yet we hope religion is rather on the advance, and 
we ſincerely bleſs God that we are at peace amongſt ourſelves. 
Brethren, we requeſt your prayers, 


WISBEACH. Our preſent proſpe® is gloomy, as we are 
about to loſe our paſtor; But God? who 1s able to bring real 
good out of apparent evil, is able to ſupply all our wants, 
Brethren, pray for us, and help us, | 


CASES 
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FROM THE CHURCHES. 
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Buantey Casz. We truſt we have a thankful remem-⸗ 
brance of paſt favours, and hope when opportunity ſerves and 
duty calls, we ſhall be willing to give according to our ability, 
though at preſent we are better qualified for receiving than 
for giving. Our meeting-houſe is yet forty pounds in debt, 
the intereſt of which we pay with great difficultyz and yet in 
ſix months we are required to pay off all, both intereſt and 
principal, Now we wiſh to know what method you think we 
had beſt take to get the money in ſo ſhort a time, We have 
alſo a good houſe adjoining the meeting-houſe, which coſt a 
hundred pounds. This will go from us the firſt of next 
January, if not redeemed before. With reſpect to the debt of 
the meeting-houſe, we wiſh to try to collect the money, and 
pay it off this year. If you can encourage us, we ſhall be glad 
to know as ſoon as poſhble. In regard to the dwelling-houſe, 
we think it is very defirable to have it at our own diſpoſal, as 
long as we have the mecting-houſe; for if it is not redeemed 
we know not into whoſe hands it may fall, Now if you think 
it had better be redeemed, and ſuppoſe that we cannot procure 
the money, are any of you able and willing to produce it, and 
accept a ſurrender of the premiſes for ſecurty? 

Anſ. Burnley Caſe is referred to the Yorkſhire Conference, 
It is as follows: We adviſe our friends at Burnley to diſpoſe 
of the meeting-houſe, &c. &c. and that they lay the caſe 
before the Yorkſhire Conference, and act in tne buſineſs, 
according to the expreſs direttion of that Conference. 

Cask II. (From HucecLescois.) We having ſeparated. 
from Batton Church, upon certain conditions propoled and 
agreed to by us and by them when we were united in one 
Church; dehre to know the opinion of this Aſſociation, 
whether either Church has a right, without the conſent of 
the other, to recede from, or to alter thoſe agreements, ra- 
tified by both, when we were united in one Church P---o 

Anſ, No. | 

Cask III. (From KixTton.) Is it ſcriptural for a perſon, 
who is an aſiltant preacher, to go to preach to a people 
who refule to be a part of the Church to which he belongs, 
and allo refuled the paſtor he is under, either to preach or 
adminiſter the Lord's ſupper amonglit them ? 
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Anſ. We think there may be circumſtances in which this 
may be conſiſtent with ſcripture, if praftiſed in a peaceable 
manner, | 

CAsE IV. The old General Baptiſt Church at Kniertox, 
Leiceſterſhire, requeſt the aſſiſtance of the Aſſociation in 
2 a miniſter, who might be eligible to ſettle amongſt 

em. 

Anſ. It does not appear that a ſuitable perfon can be 
inted out to our brethren at Knipton; we therefore ad- 


vile them to make application to the neighbouring Churches 


for that ſupply which is neceſſary, until a fuitable perſon may 
be found. | 

Casz V. The minor Church at Leicesrttr having found 
ſome difficulty in ating their caſe to the Churches, in order 
to their admiſſion into the Connection, as they were ad- 
viſed laſt Aſſociation; again renew their application to be- 
come a branch of the General Body. | 

Anſwer to Leiceſter Minority, The caſe being ſome time 
attended to, and ſeveral oblervations being made upon it, 
it appeared to us neceſſary, to prevent ſome diſagreeable 
conſequences Which were apprehended, that they ſhould be 
again adviſed to take the ſteps which were laſt year re- 
commended. Mk 

Cas VI. (From WiIszEAc.) Requeſting a miniſter to 
ſcttle amongſt them. 

Anſ. Several miniſters in the Cenneftion have engaged 
to ſupply the Church at Wiſbeach, at leaſt one Lord's 
day ina month, 

Caszs VII. (From Surrox, a Branch of Kegworth.) 
Requeſts the opinion of the Aſſociation reſpecting che pro- 
priety of their ſeparation from Kegworth Church, ſince ſome 
exiſting circumſtances ſeem to render their longer union 
impratticable, 

Anſ. After a long converſation on the ſtate of Kegworth 
Church, in it's ſeveral branches, and it's diſagreezhle cir- 


cumſtances, we do not apprehend that a ſeparation is ne- 


ceſſary, or likely to prove advantageous. But if the Church, 
or any branch of it, be perſuaded of the contrary, they 
muſt be conſidered at liberty to act according to their 
beſt judgment; yet we adviſe them to do nothing raſhly, 
and, to ihe utmoſt of their power, to © follow the things 
that make for peace, and things by which one may edify 
another.” | 

Cast VIII. (From QsrNsůugAD.) The brethren at Qeenſ- 
head requeſt the aſſiſtance of the Churches, under their 
preſſing circumſta::ces, to aſſiſt them in defraying the ex- 

ences Which have been neceſſarily incurred by erecting a 
gallery in their meeting- houſe. 


Anf. 


Lu] 


Anſ. We adviſe our Qeenſhead brethren to ſtate their 
Caſes to thoſe Churches that have not relieved them. 

Cas IX. The Church of Chriſt at Marcn, in Lin- 
colnſhire, has requeſted to be admitted into our Connection, 
without applying to the Churches in the uſual way. 

Anf. It is the opinion of this Aſſociation, that it would 
be'more eligible to write to our Churches in the uſual way. 

Cask X. The brethren at Norridcnau requeſt the 
aſſiſtance of the ſiſter Churches in defraying their expences 
in erecting their meeting-houſe. 5 

Anſ. We recommend it to our reſpective Churches to 
take the caſe of the Church at Nottingham into their con- 
ſideration, and to aſſiſt them as early as they can make it 
convenient. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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LIST OF THE CHURCHES, | 5 

| 

Aſhford, Derbyſhire — — 25 
Barton, Leiceſterſhire — 167 
Birmingham, Warwickſhire ——| 74 
Boſton, Lincolnſhire - — 93 
Bourn, Lincolnſhire — 13 
Burnley, Lancaſhire, — 18 
Bircheſcliffe, Yorkſhire — 67 
Cauldwell, Derbyſhire — 49 
Caſtle- Donington, Leiceſterſhire 137 
Church- lane, Whitechapel, London | 222 
Derby IS 
Gamſton & Retford, Nottinghamſhire] 76 
Goſberton, Lincolnſhire — 1 35 
Halifax, Yorkſhire — 37 
Hinckley, Leiceſterſhire — 1 144 
Huggleſcoats, Leiceſterſhirs ——| 100 
Ilkiſton, Notts. — 150 
Pt. Ives, Huntingdonſhire — 34 
Kegworth, Leiceſterſhire — 142 
Killingholm, Lincolnſhire — 56 
Kirkby-wood-houſe, Nottinghamſhire 80 
[Kirton, Lingalnſhire — 42 
Leake, No:tinghamſhire — 1 242 
Leiceſter — | — 72 
tLongford, Warwickſhire — 1 133 
Longwood, Vorkſhire — 8 
Loughborough, Leiceſterſhire — ] 394 
Maltby, Lincolnſhire — 47 
Melbourn, Derbyſhire — 314 
Nottingham — — 74 
. Vorkſhire — 1 6g 
[Shore, Yorkſhire — 10 
Spalding, Liacolnſhire — 22 

Tid St. Giles, Lincolnſhire — 
Wiſbeach, Cambridgeſhire — 37 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF 
CHURCHES. 


R_ 


£10yeq 
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reptouſ) 


»amuel Tho 
S. Deacon, jun. J. Brewin, J. Goadby 


II 


William Taylor 
Joſeph Binns 
A * and c 
A Letter 
James Norton 
Thomas Pickering and J. Bakewell 
D. Taylor 
Joſeph Barrow 
John Smedley and Wm. Shipſton 
Charles Briggs 
Joſeph Ellis 
. Shipman 
T. Orton, Jac. Newberry, G. Dean, W. 
Holmes, John Newberry, Tho. Wait, 
and T. Branſon 
William Felkin and William Twells 
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John Tarrat, Richard Crane, John Jerom, 
and Joſeph Hewney 
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George Hardſtaffe and Edward Allen 
A Letter and three Caſes 

Richard Thurman, John Biſkll, &c. 
John Deacon 
John Cramp and William Jarvis 


A Letter 
B. Pollard and Joſeph Johnſon 
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William Hames and Thomas Robinſon 
Robert Smith and Samuel Heard 

James Taylor 
A Letter 
John Bartol 


A Letter ard -Caſe 
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